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LITERARY DEVICES

Introductiow - A Literawy Device iy v departure from the ordinawy
formv of expression, or ordinawy clause of ideas inv ovder to-produce
v greater effect. - Literawy Devices comv be claussified ovvthe basis of
a. Resemblance; as inv Simile, Metaphor etc. b. Contrast, as inv
Antithesis and Epigram. c. Association, as in Metonymy and
Synecdoche. d. Construction of a Sentence, as inv Climax and

Anticlimax.
Alliteratiov - Refravin - Oxymorvow - Epigram - Irovny %

Metornwymy - Synecdoche - Tronsferred Epithet - Litote
Interrogatiow

Exclamation - Climax - Anticlimax - O
Prosopopoeiav - Ode - Ballad - Imagery -
Poetry)

METAPHOR - A metaphor iy av literary

similawities between the twa Exo0i l@Awwwazwoumd,ﬁmgxpot

- Exaumple: He has av old. - The assigrument was av breege.
Her voice iy music to’ Wi .

SIMILE - Anwi arisor between two-things that are

essentially “like” or “as” to- show the comparison. -

Purpose? - used a description morve emphatic ov vivid -

Examples g Invher beautifill wedding dress, she was as pretty as o

pictuae. “NCragy like afox; as brave ay avliow - The boxer fell like

PERS ICATION - Giving human qualities (such as: emotions,
desives, sensations, gestures, and speech) to- something that is
essentially non-huwman. Examples: - The sunv smiled down o uy
onwthat lovely June day. - Eowth felt the wound; and Natwre from
her seat, Sighing; thwough all her works, gawve signs of woe. - Johwv
Mitow - Opportunity knocked onthe door.
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HYPERBOLE - Awexaggeration. Examples: - She gawve us a tow of
homework. - We waited inv line for avyear! - I'mv so-hungry, I
could eat avhovse. - I told yow avthouwsand times!

ALLITERATION - Repetitionw of a pawticidor sound. Exaumple: - The
bloody watchman told o tale of torture and tervor. - Don't dreownw

. Drive it. Jaguaw - Advertising Slogow
ONOMATOPOEIA - Whew av word, “sounds” like the sound it makes

whew spoken. Examples: - The owl hooted in the dawkness, Tae
engine sputtered and died. Click to-play video-

PUN - A play onvwords. Example: - . . . and then thexe Wes Gine
story about the dentist who-joined the infantry beteuse e liked to-
dril. - I fred my masseuse today. She just plbbeek nmethe wrong
way.

ALLUSION - Reference to-a historical eveat, litewowry, political,
psychological, or social person, place; thing,ideo or event.
Examples: - With all the D’s and F xsheyreeéived, she knew spelling
was her Achilles heel. - Plavy Billpn] oekClick to-Ploy

SYMBOL - Something concretexthat stonds for something abstract.
Example: - A rose may symbeligelove, beauty, or perfection.
Princess Diana was calledEngllond’'s Rose. - A dove = peace; apple
= siny flag = natiton, igh bl = idea, skuldl and cross bones =
poison, etc.

IRONY - The usexgfiwords to-conwey the opposite of their literal
meaning; o statement or situation where the meaning is
contradidted by the appearance ov presentatiow of the idea.
Exgimple: NI 1912 the Titanic was touted as "100% wnsinkable;”
andyyet the ship sank o ity maides voyage:

OXYMORON - Contradictory wovds ov phwases used to-describe one
thing. Examples: - Jumbo-Shwimp - Great Depression, Knoww
Secret, Pretty Ugly, Bitter Sweet, Deafening Silence - ‘I cowv resist
anything, except temptation.” - Oscar Wilde - ‘I aum busy doing
nothing’

Simile - A comparison between two- different kinds of objecty
having at least one point invcommonv. - Usually introduced by
words such ay like; as, or so. - Examples: - a. Ay proud as avpeacock.
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b: Ay bold as brass. - A comparison of two-things of the samekind
is not Simile.

Metaphor - A comparison between two-things as if they were one. -
Aw implied simile. - Examples: - a. The camel is the ship of the
desert. . Life iy v dream.

Personificatiow - Personificatiow iy av litevawy device attributing
human chawracteristics to- inanimate objecty ov to-animaly. - Poets
commonly use this technique to- create images in the rebd e s
mind and to-give their writing o greater sensory appead. -
Example: - Inthese lines the poet has personified Autugwyos oy
old man Who- hativ not seen thee oft amid thy storeff Senwlefinies
whoever seeks abroad may find Thee sitting carvelessqono granary
floov, Thy hair soft lifted by the winnowingawind; Qv ovv ov half-
reap’d furrow sound asleep, Drowsed withvthe fume of poppies; -
Johw Keats, Ode to-the West Wind

Symbolismw - Symbolism iy avpoetic demicetwhich is used to-
represent ov recall something else pagsesying similowr qualities
especially awv object represeqding oy abstract thought or quality. -
Examples: - av. Inthe poem “JFlhe Roadd Not Taken” the road
symbolises the journey of lifesanlrthe fork in the road is symbolic
to-the choices one makes imtne journey. b. In “Ode to-the West
Wind?” the west windsig symbolic of bothv deathvand rebirti.

Apostrophe - Apostrophe s o divect address to-the dead, to-the
absent, or to-a pegsonified object or idea. - It iy av special form of
personification. - Examples: - . Ol ancestors, what would yow say
about this magter? b. Antony addresses Caesor's covpse
imamedigately following the assassination in Shakespeare s Julius
Caeckar:O,) pavdon me; thow bleeding piece of eawth, That I o
meek owld gentle with these butchers! Thow awt the ruing of the
noblest manv That ever lived inthe tide of times. - Shakespeare;
Julius Caesowr

Hyperbole - In hyperbole, statement iy made emphatic by
overstatement. - Examples: - . Owr history professor i so-old that
he has lived thwougdv everything we've learned albout ancient
India. b= It was so-cold, even the polar bears were wearing jackets.
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c. Owr Librawy iy so-old, ity book pages are numbered with romawv

nuwmawrols ... writtew by the Romans.

Euphemism - Description of a disagreeable thing by awn agreeable
name: - Examples: - . He has fallen asleep (e, he is dead). b-
Yow awe telling me o faivy tale. (e, avlie).

Antithesis - Invantithesis o striking opposition or contirast of
words or sentimenty iy made in the same sentence; employed to-
secure emphasis. - Examples: - a. Mawwproposes, God dispesesNb. To-
erv i hwumany, to-forgive iy divine. c. Mawny awe called, bk few cwe
chosen.

Aliteration - Alliteratiow iy the occurrence ofasave sGund. at the
beginning of adjacent or closely connectedMovily, - Examples: -
With moany ov curve my banks I fret By moavmgafieldpond fallow,
And many a faivy foreland set Withy willow -weedsond mallow. -
Alfred Lovd Tesruyson

Refrain - A refrain is avform of repelitiovvin poems inv which the
saume line; o powt of it, is repeated cabtive end of each verse: -
Example: - The line “For memntoy Come and men may go-But I go-
o for ever” iy repeated invthe poemt The Brook by Alfred Lovd
Terunyson.

Oxymorow - A specigdgforgy of antithesis; wherveby two-
contradictory qualitiesiare predicted at once of the same thing. -
Examples: - BRSO tymnoeent arch, so-cuwwningly simple. b- She
accepted it as thelkind of cruelty of the surgeonw's knife.

Epigramyf A biief pointed saying frequently introducing
angttietical ideas which excite, surprise and arvrest attentiow. -
Exouaplen - a. The child is the father of the mouwv. b. Fools rushv

wheretagels feaw to-tread.

Irony - A mode of speech inv which the real meaning iy exactly
opposite of that which is literally covweyed. - Examples: - au.
"Mother will be-happy to-hear what yow have done now," whewn
Mother will not be at all happy. b- "Nice weather!" whew it iy
raining. c. "IT've been doww so-long it looks like up to-me.”

Puwv - It is the use of v wovd inv suchy v woy invthat it i capalble of
movre thaw one application; the object being to-produce av
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ldicrous effect. - Example: - a. Aw ambassador i anv honest monv
who- lies abroad for the good of his country. b A bicycle can't
stond o ity owwn because it iy two-tived..

Metorwmy - In Metorwymy (literally, o change of name.) awv object
designated by the name of something which iy generally
associated withv it. - Examples: - a. The bench, for the judges. b-
The lawwel, for success. . The Crown, for the king.

Synecdoche - In synecdoche; apout is used to-designatethewhole
or the whole to-designate apaut. - Examples: - (i) Pouwt usedyto:
designate the whole - . Give us this dayy, owr daily bréad)(i.e.,
food). b. He has many mouthy (i.e., people) to-feed. (b Wikole
used to- designate o pout - av. Indiov (ive:, Indidu Cricket Tem)
won the Twenty20 World Cup.

Transferved Epithet - Anepithet is transferrved from ity proper
word to- another that is closely associa@dwitiv it invthe sentence.
- Examples: - au He passed o sleeplessmight)b. He has had o very
happy morning.

Litotes - Iv litotes, anv affiFmative yeorweyed by negation of the
opposite; the effect being to-fuggest o strong expression by means
of wweaker. - It iy the oppositeof hwperbole. - Examples: - . The
mauwv i no-fool (= very“clevem). b I amv not av little (= greatly)
surprised.

Interrogatioty:, It is the asking of a question not for the sake of
getting an answeirmybut to-put aw point morve effectively. - Also-
knoww as@hetorical Question. - Exaunples: - av. AmvI my brother’s
keepew? BAWhls here so-vile that will not love his countiy?

Exclamation - Inthis device the exclamatory form is used to-
drow ‘géater attention to-a point thaw o mere bodd statement of
it could do- - Examples: - a. I launghed so-hoawrd that I cried! b. He
couldnt believe that he won the race! c. Help! (sometimes
exclamationy are only one or two-words) d. I cow't wait to-open
my presenty!

Climaw - It i av literawy device inv which the pauwty of av sentence or
pavagraph are so- arranged that each iy buidt above ity
predecessor inv importance or impressiveness. - Examples: - a."One
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equal temper of heroic hearts, Made weak by time and fate, but
strong inv wil To- strive; to-seek; to-find, and not to-yield." - Ulysses
Terwyson b: What avpiece of work is man! How noble in reason,
how finite in faculties! Inv action, how like o angel!

Anticlimay - It is the opposite of Climax - v drop, often sudderv
and unexpected; from o dignified ov importont idea ov situation
to-a trivial one or av descent from something sublime to- something
ridiclous. - In fiction and drama, this refers to- actiomuwhich is
disappointing in contrast to-the previous moment of intese
interest or anything which follows the climax. The effecCmayybe
comic and iy ofterv intended to-be. - Examples: - o Fhe gireott
Dalhousie; he; the god of waw, Lieutenant-colanelio-the egul of
Maw." b= The pirates finally found the treasuire chest. . yonly to-find
it empty. They worked so-hawd to-get this chest®and it's a failure:

Onomatopoein Onomatopoein iy aw wordegr v grouping of words
that imitates the sound it iy descriling, siiggesting ity source
Prosopopoeiv In this literovy'device, o absent, dead; or
imaginary persow i represequleduos speaking or acting.

Ode A poemy, expressingrintense personal emotion, often addressed
to- v pawticular persover thing, marvked by o exalted tone and
vawying meteqx and lexngtiv of line:

Ballad A ballad By story, usually av nowrative or poem, in av song.
It is v naugkative song withv av recuwrvent refraiv.

Imdgeny I'magery is the use of vivid or figurative language to-
representiobjects;, actions; or ideas. It is owvy literawy reference to-
the fivegerses (sight, touch, smell, hearing, and taste), used to-
creade o picture invthe mind.

Supernaturalism (In Poetry) Supernaturalism; often used inv
poems; iy o belief invforces beyond ordinary huwmonw
understanding or phenomena which are not subject to- natural
lows, and therefore beyond verifiable measwrement.
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